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Doc Holliday Chronicle

Doc Holliday chronicle is a series of historical fiction 
photography novels telling the story of John Henry 
‘Doc’ Holliday. 

Doc Holliday was a southern gentleman by rearing, a 
dentist by education, a professional gambler by choice, 
a gunfighter by temperament and “the quickest man 
with a six-shooter” Wyatt Earp ever knew.

The Son of Turbulence is the first book in the series. It 
introduces a 15-year-old John Henry growing up in the 
troubled and tempestuous times right after the Civil 
War.

The visual nature of a photonovel allows the reader 
to dive into the dramatization of the life story of this 
legendary Old West figure. 



CHAPTER I

A duel in the woods



Now, gentleman, 
shake hands and --

As the smoke filled the air, it became clear that the 
guns of the duelists were not loaded with bullets, but 
with the black powder only...

...and young John 
Henry threw his 
pistol away in 
disgust.



Reload.

This time - don’t 
forget the bullet.

We are not shooting it 
out in earnest, are we?

Apologize 
or fight.



Pages 5-59 are omitted from this preview
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In creating this story, I have tried to stay faithful to Doc’s life, and 
most importantly – to his character. 

This Photonovel is nevertheless a fictional dramatization of Doc’s life, 
even though thoroughly researched, and hence majorly a product of 
imagination. When creating a narrative out of historical data, I have 
densified the events and moved some dates to an earlier time, and on 
some occasions re-shuffled and concatenated events in a different or-
der.

In the following commentary I provide details of the events that the 
Panels of each chapter are based upon and some further historical 
information that readers might find of interest. 

***

Notes on Chapter I

Dramatized in this scene, the mock duel between Doc and one of 
his classmates is documented in the recollections of Tom McKey 
(Doc’s uncle) and supported by an earlier recollection of a ‘scrape’ 
Doc had with one of his schoolmates.[1] 

The reason for the argument between the two young men and the 
name of Doc’s opponent are not known, but the details of Doc’s 
willingness to fight a real duel rather than to go through the 
motions of a mock one are part of his uncle’s recollections. This 

[1] Doc Holliday: The Life And Legend, Gary L. Roberts, John Wiley & Sons, Inc, 2006, pp 42-43

END NOTES
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incident is telling of Doc’s fiery spirit and eagerness to defend his 
honor with weapons as a response to perceived insults. These two 
qualities would remain crucial to his character throughout his life.

In the many violent incidents that Doc has participated later in 
life, he pretty much epitomized the culture of honor of the Old 
South, which is to be understood here as the importance of a 
forceful response to an insult. 

It seems that later in his life Doc was quite selective in his choice 
of which traditions of gentlemanly behaviour to follow and which 
to leave behind. Becoming a professional gambler for one was 
hardly considered a gentlemanly choice of occupation. 

In case of his predisposition to duelling and later fighting in the 
West, it might be as easily explained by the culture as by his 
nature, and it seems that this aspect of the world he was born in, 
fitted his naturally hot head perfectly.

His refusal to take part in a Mock Duel and demand for an actual 
duel also show that for him the matters of honor were of personal 
rather than social significance. 

A ‘Mock Duel’ was not a particularly rare event in the 19th centu-
ry. Participants in this peculiar activity ranged from young men 
discovering the rituals of ‘the affair of honor’ to grown men set-
tling their affairs at a low risk.  

Perhaps the most well known example of a Mock Duel between 
grown men happened in Illinois, early in the 19th century. The 
fight between Timothy Bennett and Alphonso Stuart was sup-
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